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of Lincoln for the next seven years. Another said that Neile's
head ought to be set upon Tower Hill. A third declared that
banishment was the fitting punishment for lesser offences than
this. Those who treated the subject more calmly were doubt-
ful whether it would be preferable to make their complaint
to the King or to the House of Lords. A Committee was
appointed to take the question into consideration.

On the following day, the committee reported that they had

decided by a small majority to recommend that an immediate

reference might be made to the KLing, and that no

ay 2 * other business might be taken up till an answer was
received. As soon as the report had been made, Sandys rose
to hinder the House from the suicidal step which it was advised
to take. He told them that by complaining to the King of
words spoken in the House of Lords, they were not only in-
sulting the Peers, and placing the King in a position of great
difficulty, but they were cutting at the root of their own most
cherished right of freedom of speech. If the Commons might
appeal to the King to punish a Peer for words littered in the
House of Lords, it was clear that they could never again pro-
test against any claim which might be put forth by the King
to a similar jurisdiction over the House of Commons. This
reasoning carried conviction with it, and in spite of the opposi-
tion of Sir Roger Owen and a few others who were afraid that
justice would not be done by the Peers, it was decided to aban-
don the idea of an appeal to the King, and to ask satisfaction
from the Lords ; it was also resolved, that until satisfaction had
been given to the House no business should be proceeded with.

The King had long been watching the debates in the House

of Commons.    He could now have little doubt that the House

The King's   would take up the position which they had occupied

teter.         at the close of the last session.    They had already

shown that they were determined to carry their point in regard

to the Impositions before they consented to a grant of money.

They were only waiting till the Committee  had finished its

ibours to present a petition of grievances as  objectionable to

'm as that from which he had turned aside four years before,

i both of these points he had made up his mind not to give